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“The South Dakota and Friends Mission Team, as one of those teams
(teams comprised mainly of members of the Lutheran Church — Missouri
Synod from South Dakota, Alaska, and Missouri), works to share the joy of
knowing Christ with the students, staff, and families of Ma Chan Duen Hey
Memorial College (MCDH)," says Linda.

During Worship at Faith Lutheran Church in Pierre on Sunday, Linda
Weishedel heard about the mission work being done in Hong Kong by the
South Dakota and Friends Mission Team. ‘| couldn't get it out of my
mind," said Linda. “| really felt God" s call.” Within a month, from January
28 — February 9, Linda was in Hong Kong as a member of the team.

Linda says that she joined the team without much forethought. “| didn’ t really
have any training in teaching Bible verses, but | was really determined.
| thought “maybe I m here to take a message. Or, maybe something | say will
be a message. Or perhaps the message is for me." | think it" s really all three.
The team planted seeds, not necessarily to convert people to Christianity, but to
make a connection and let them know in a way they can understand that God
loves them.”

Linda says that families were honored to be chosen to host team members
for dinner. Linda says host families worked hard to have the honor of
hosting the team members for meals.

10 - CimidaWatchrman - Thursd i, "‘iaf_hii_;—nl_s—_————_—'

= ? i ___. y t
Mission team plan
seeds of faith

MR, CHARLES FOK
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“It astounds them that we were not paid to go on the mission trip. That we
were using personal vacation time to talk to them about Jesus and just
spend time with them.”

In addition to spending time with students giving the Gospel message, in
American Studies, and in conversational English, MCDH students acted as
tour guides for the team when they went sightseeing into downtown Hong
Kong, for a laser light show, to Tai O Village, and to Lantau Island to see the
Big Buddha.

“Definitely go on a mission trip if you have the opportunity. Don't be
detoured by what you don 't know. What you do know might be relatable for
someone, or vice versa. Trust that it's God's will. | didn't really have a
good handle on how | ended up there until | was coming back.”

Adapted from Onida Watchman — Thursday, March 12, 2015 Mission team plants seeds of faith

Photo credits: Curtis Garland, Lisa Asmus
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