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A proposal to SPCA giving suggestions on
how to prevent animal abuse

6D Lawrence Yick Ka Long

1. Introduction

| would like to propose some preventive measures on reducing animal abuse
to the SPCA. Recently, the issue of animal abuse has been brought to the
public’ s attention. A growing number of cases of pets like cats, dogs and birds
being abused have been heard. As a result, there is a rising concern about the
rights of animal.

2. Prevention for eradicating animal abuse

2.1 A Seminar and a 30-day Trial Adoption

There are many reasons behind the increasing number of animal cruelty. First
and foremost, many people actually love adopting pets but forget that they are
animals. Others even buy a pet at the spur of the moment. As such, | suggest
that we can hold a talk to introduce how to take care of a pet to those who are
interested in adopting an animal. Also, we can provide a 30-day trial for the
general public to own pets. It can prevent anyone from treating it as a toy.
Moreover, it can let them learn about a pet’ s needs and be able to offer, at
the very least, a ten-year commitment. Therefore, a seminar and a 30-day trial
adoption are effective ways to eliminate animal mistreatment.

2.2 Subsidizing Inoculations and Vaccines

Next, the increasing awareness of household hygiene and the fear of contracting
an epidemic like the bird flu also accounts for the upsurge in animal abandonment.
| advise that we can provide free inoculations for some pets that have
contracted diseases. As well, the SPCA should provide inexpensive and
reasonable prices to subsidize pets’ owners to receive vaccines and medication.
In this way, the abandonment of pets can be reduced to a minimum if there is
an epidemic outbreak.

2.3 Education and Guidance
Furthermore, another reason to eliminate animal abuse is due to psychological
disorders found in humans. According to a study, cruelty to animals is a
common behaviour among children and adolescents who grow up to become
serial killers and other violent criminals. Animal abusers require education and
guidance to reform their actions. It is important to offer counselling for those
who are suffering from mental illness. Guidance is the best way to eradicate
animal abuse. Also, education is an effective approach to deal with the issues.
| suggest we should enforce education to help everyone protect animal rights.
For example, we can make a poster to express a message to the general
public that harming animals is wrong. The content of the poster can be,
“Think twice before you act when you want to have a pet” . Propaganda is a
useful medium to prevent further animal abuse from happening. Overall,
education and guidance are the best strategies to prevent animal abuse
through advertising.

2.4 Animal Police

Finally, | recommend we should establish an animal police force that will
respond to abuse cases, abandonment and emergencies of animals. For
instance, The Animal Police (TAP) in the U.S.A. is a direct-action policing
organization dedicated to the policing of illegal or unethical acts upon animals.
Protesters in Hong Kong are currently advocating having a team to protect
animal rights and the crime of abusing animals. Thus, an animal police should
be established.

3. Conclusion

| believe that the proposed measures will be effective in preventing animal
abuse in Hong Kong. | hope that the SPCA see merit in my suggestions and
will take my advice into account.
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Omaha Student Mission Exchange Tour
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
Omaha, Nebraska, USA

June 21 — July 2, 2013

3D Anastasia Yuen Hiu Tung

Hello! My name is Anastasia; | am a Form Three student at MCDH.
| enjoy speaking in English and am happy to have an English-rich
environment at my school. | have several English-speaking duties there,
including being an English Ambassador, a PA Announcer, a Spiritual
Leader, and a pianist. | also lead devotions in English. Because of all
these duties, | always have the opportunity to practice my spoken English.

The International Interface program brings a lot of visitors and missionaries from
the US to my school. They come to our classrooms to teach the subject
American Studies. In this class, we learn about American culture and also
get to share our culture with the Americans. We can also go out with them
for sightseeing, lunch, home visits, and other special activities. This is how
| got to know many American friends.

Every year, my school will organize a student exchange program to
America. Last year | completed an application and interviewed to be a
member of the team to Omaha, Nebraska. When | heard that | was
selected, | felt extraordinarily excited and could hardly wait to set out,
because | have never been to America before. | attended a few training
sessions to get ready to go and was able to meet with some of our hosts,
which helped me to learn about the place and people before getting there.
| cannot tell you how excited and nervous | was when we were going to the
airport and taking off!

When | arrived in Omaha, | had the opportunity to serve the church and
the community with the young people there. | was so excited to be able to
stay at an American home and experience life with an American family.
| think everyone can imagine | had no chance to speak Cantonese while |
was in the US. | absolutely had to speak English every day during the trip.
My English speaking skills were largely improved by communicating with
my American friends. All of our teammates also got acquainted with
American culture through visiting historic sites, helping with Vacation Bible
School, having lunches and suppers with our hosts, and participating in
group activities revolving around the Christian faith. It was just amazing
and fun to do something that | have never done before. Americans are
very easygoing and passionate. | remember that when | first met them,
they had always shouted to me, "I LOVE YOU!" That made my heart melt
and reminded me that in Jesus Christ, we are one family.

The Exchange Tour was a profound and life-changing experience for me.
| hope that everyone might have this kind of opportunity! Even though we
speak different languages and come from different parts of the world, God
has shown us we are not so different. He has made so many things
possible through His love. Because of love, we were able to go to Omaha.
Because of love, we could work for God together. Because of love, we
were able to build each other up. Thanks to God for giving me this
valuable opportunity to go to Omaha with this team and for giving us
countless blessings and grace.

Anastasia Yuen
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